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SHAGUN GUPTA | The Peace Herald

The delegates present at the on-
going session of the Nuclear Sup-
pliers’ Group were startled in the 
midst of a heated debate on mul-
ti-lateral fuel banks motioned by 
Spain, South Korea who stood up 
and made two extremely contro-
versial statements – one demand-
ing full fuel cycle capability for the 
Republic of Korea since the world 
can trust the country to not devel-
op nuclear weapons, and the fact 
that this capability must be lim-
ited to only a few countries in the 
world.

Following this, a much attentive 
delegate of Japan motioned to 
open a provisional speakers’ list 
to discuss South Korea’s shocking 
stand. While nearly all of the com-
mittee voted to speak against South 
Korea, Germany tried to support 
South Korea, however neither the 

council, not the Press could deci-
pher what he actually wished to say, 
without in fact contradicting him-
self. Notwithstanding this, quite 
a few delegates questioned South 
Korea’s intentions behind wanting 
a full fuel cycle capability, going on 
to say that it naturally implied that 
the country was planning to divert 
it towards nuclear military gains.

South Korea stood up to explain 
his statement, and said that yes, the 
country wants full fuel cycle capa-
bility, and it must be limited to a 
few countries, but since his country 
has adhered to international trea-
ties and agreements, including the 
NPT, the world community must 
“trust” South Korea that it will not 
divert its nuclear fuel to develop 
nuclear weapons. The Chair at this 
point, again asked South Korea to 
reconsider his statement; however 
the delegate held his ground. The 
Chair also pointed out to South 

Korea that if they do divert it, it 
will be a clear violation of the NPT. 

The delegate from Sweden spoke 
about how demanding a full fuel 
cycle capability naturally means 
that South Korea wishes to develop 
nuclear weapons, if not now, then 
at least a latent capability for the 
future. The Chair intervened to 
correct Sweden, that although his 
point is valid, it might not always 
be just for military advancement. 

As the Press understands it, South 
Korea’s intentions are not clear 
from their statements; however as 
was pointed out by South Korea, 
the nuclear capability would only 
be used to meet the increased de-
mands for electricity in the coun-
try. It also adds to the fact that to 
meet these very demands, South 
Korea has scheduled eleven more 
reactors to come on steam in 2010 
– 2021.

Lawful country in the Korean Peninsula wants the world to trust that it 
shall not develop nuclear weapons.



For a country that has recently put a severe ban on 
internet freedom of speech by censoring generic 
websites, attempting to promote growth of society 
by using internet seems hypocritic. What is your 
say on this?
Media has no role to play in socio economic develop-
ment of a country. Internet access is not restricted; 
the media is censored when it violates the Chinese 
constitution and stands antithetical to the existence 
of china or threatens the ‘Unity of Motherland’.
Is China attempting to compensate for the fiber optic 
network lack by using satellite technology?
China is trying to develop and excel in all fields of 
scientific development and innovation.
China is home to a multitude of servers that house 
material under copyright laws of the US, yet no action 
is taken, why?
China’s beliefs and laws of copyrights are different 

from that of United States of America. China will 
take requisite action as will be deemed necessary in 
accordance to the Chinese constitution.
Reports show 76% of Chinese population has no access 
to the internet banking, isn’t that hampering the socio-
economic groups?
Well, China has successfully grown and is develop-
ing at a fastest rate in the world. We are striving hard 
to provide internet banking access to everyone but 
the costs involved are high and other priorities take 
precedence.
For some socio-economic growth, China does need to 
facilitate settling up of foreign service sectors which 
would need IT support, what is China doing for this?
China affirms to IT support to all market entities in 
Chinese Economy as long as this facilitates economic 
growth and enables equitable distribution.

We are striving 
hard to provide
internet banking 
access to 
everyone.
Delegate of China in 
UNCSTD in an
interview with Arushi 
Awasthi.



ARUSHI AWASTHI |  The Peace Herald

The effective use of information 
and communication technologies 
(ICTs) holds the potential of boost-
ing economies, improving health-
care delivery, enhancing educa-
tion and learning processes, and 
strengthening democratic process-
es. Recent statistics show a marked 
increase in the penetration and 
usage of these technologies. How-
ever, relatively high costs, and poor 
and unreliable infrastructure, com-
bined with other challenges such 
as the lack of human and financial 
resources, regulatory and policy 
challenges, and inequality among 
stakeholders in terms of access to 
technology, present key barriers to 
the effective use of ICTs. Some of 
these barriers can be overcome by 
putting in place a supportive and 
coherent national plan together 
with policies that foster compe-
tition, as well as respond to the 
need for open access applications. 
Trends over the last year show con-
tinued rapid growth of the use of 
mobile phones as the primary form 
of ICT access and connectivity in 
many developing countries. The 
use of the short message service 
(SMS) not only provides a low-
cost alternative to voice commu-

nications, but also enables access 
to a wide variety of data services, 
including financial transactions, 
news and market price updates. 
It is estimated that there are eight 
times as many mobile phones as 
fixed lines, three times as many 
mobile phones as personal com-
puters and nearly twice as many 
mobile phones as TV sets.

Regarding internet access and con-
nectivity, the global internet user 
community has grown by more 
than 300 per cent in the last eight 
years. China has the largest num-
ber of Internet users in the world 
followed by the United States, 
Lower-middle-income economies 
accounted for 20 per cent of global 
broadband subscribers, with China 
alone accounting for approximate-
ly 87 per cent of these or 15 per cent 
of the global total. Low-income 
countries accounted for less than 1 
per cent of total global broadband 
subscribers, with India and Viet-
nam accounting for virtually all of 
these. Access to broadband is fast 
becoming essential, and should no 
longer be regarded as a luxury op-
tion for Internet connection.

Digital Divide and economic in-
equality seem to another topic of 

discussion. Now, the digital divide 
is a complex concept that is the re-
sult of underlying socio-economic 
inequalities. Interestingly enough, 
the global digital divide is not as 
extreme as the global wealth di-
vide. Also interesting that among 
low-income countries, the great-
est share of global ICTs is in In-
ternet users, since internet usage 
in low-income countries includes 
many forms of communal access, 
like telecentres. This regenerates 
the question of access to ICTs in 
these communities. Solving the 
challenge of how to provide ac-
cess to ICT infrastructure in infra-
structure poor communities? The 
main infrastructure hurdles facing 
most developing countries include 
the lack of a reliable power sup-
ply source, which is a necessity for 
all telecom infrastructures, and a 
transport network into rural areas. 
One option is that ICT infrastruc-
ture can be developed alongside 
other infrastructure to achieve na-
tional socioeconomic development 
objectives. It is technically possible 
to link ICT infrastructure develop-
ment with almost any other form of 
infrastructure. Developing access 
to one form of infrastructure can 
perhaps boost the development of 
infrastructure in related sectors.

Are ICTs the answer?
ICTs are regarded as the source of development of a 
nation but there do exist a lot of nations with no basic 
resources. Arushi Awasthi writes an editorial.



Recently most part, witnessed a 
global trend moving away from 
state-run economies towards more 
open market economies. Telecom-
munications have been included 
in this movement. There has been 
a steady trend toward the privati-
zation of State-owned companies, 
growth of competition and foreign 
investment, and liberalization of 
regulation. Governments play a 
vital role in encouraging the dis-
semination and adoption of ICTs 
and, as such, policies which pro-
mote competition can be helpful 
to the development of markets. 
ICTs skills can be provided by the 
government. Countries can also 
develop policies on access and 
regulatory targets adopted for uni-
versal access commitments. Other 
aspects of State policy on access in-
clude recognition of gender equal-
ity, nondiscrimination, and access 
by minorities and promotional 

programs for rural areas, schools 
and hospitals. State policy on ac-
cess also includes broader aware-
ness programs, wider education 
policy, and computer training in 
schools and libraries to improve 
computer literacy.

To varying degrees, nearly all 
countries have liberalized their tel-
ecommunication industries during 
the last 25 years, and there is some 
evidence to suggest that the con-
sequent increase in competition 
among retail providers has led to 
more innovative services at lower 
prices. Market liberalization has 
resulted in considerable advances, 
but some basic elements, like, fi-
nancial, technological, infrastruc-
ture and human capacity, are still 
lacking in some markets, prevent-
ing even greater connectivity and 
benefits. There exist challenges and 
opportunities, especially as con-

cerns policy coordination, when 
countries seek to implement poli-
cies to promote ICT development. 

A coherent approach to national 
policy is needed, taking into ac-
count political, educational, cul-
tural, scientific, legal, regulatory 
and financial factors. National 
policies should take into account 
regional realities and contexts, too. 
In addition to the benefits in in-
frastructure cooperation, regional 
cooperation can play an important 
role in capacity-building and pro-
viding platforms for policy discus-
sion. Such initiatives can contrib-
ute towards regional integration, 
which is increasingly important 
for ICT development, especially as 
telecommunication, broadcasting, 
internet and allied technologies 
and services are converging rap-
idly.



Islamic Republic of Iran 
allegedly misuses Nuclear 
Energy.

UTSAV SONTHALIA | The Peace Herald

The question of maintenance of the 
nuclear fuel level reached a level 
where no consensus was reached 
to and thus the Executive Board 
deemed it necessary to move into 
a unmoderated caucus to further 
discuss and prepare a plan paper 
on ‘the feasibility and viability of 
nuclear fuel banks’ after which the 
time for the session was exhausted 
and the NSG was adjourned for the 
day. 
Resuming back to its formal ses-
sion this morning, the matters re-
garding the fuel banks were still 
to be heard which received many 
mixed reviews. Many delegates 
such as the delegate of Poland felt 
that creation of such fuel banks 
will not solve the problems of fuel 
weapon production threat.  The 
system of ‘vitrification’ for proper 
disposal is needed which would 
also in turn reduce the radioactiv-
ity and ensure that weapon grade 
material is not used by any non-
state actor. However, not overlook-
ing the fact there is no proper way 

of ensuring that the fuels from fuel 
bank is only being used for civilian 
purposes and not for weapon pro-
duction.  Several questions were 
left unanswered and the NSG con-
tinued with the General Speaker’s 
List. The delegate of the United 
States of America being the first 
speaker today pointed out that the 
debate has only been unilateral 
and stated the need to diversify 
the arguments to more important 
and pressing matters. Which were 
the suspicions on the Irani govern-
ment for misuse of nuclear power.
Now with the presence of a del-
egate from Irani government, a 
motion for a moderated caucus 
was raised and majorly supported. 
The Nuclear Supplier’s Group was 
now in a moderated caucus with 
the topic, ‘accusations on the Irani 
government for using civil nuclear 
programmes to develop weapons.’ 
In the defence of the government, 
the Delegate of Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran stated, “We have never 
used civil nuclear programmes for 
military purposes and moreover 
have always provided all the as-

sistance to the IAEA. IAEA hasn’t 
been successful in finding any evi-
dence in this matter.” The Polish 
government considers the Islamic 
Republic of Iran a huge threat to 
the world and fears there might be 
some secret activities in Iran. The 
delegate of Sweden however, urged 
the world community to be a lit-
tle harsh on the Irani government 
since no evidence has been gath-
ered in this matter.
The level of transparency that the 
Irani government maintains with 
the IAEA and the rest of the com-
munity were heavily questioned 
but so far there has been no evi-
dence in this case. Even among all 
these allegations and accusations 
by the rest of the community, the 
Delegate of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran stated that they are the 2nd 
largest resource base of natural 
gas and the world needs to move 
on from these accusations, move 
on from Iran to other much more 
important and pressing issues at 
hand. Arguments just did not end 
thought the session had to be dis-
rupted as time elapsed.

In the brief presence of the guest delegate of Islamic Republic of Iran in 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group upon pressure by the International commu-
nity, the delegation of the NSG seemed not so happy with Iran’s alleged 
intentions, writes Utsav Sonthalia, The Peace Herald.



Well, yes, basically 
the agenda we are 
discussing is such 
that at certain 
times the agenda 
seems very general 
and generic how-
ever at times it gets 
extremely techni-
cal.

Shivang Raina, previously 
delegate of Afghanistan in 
the GA-6 (Legal Committee) 
spoke to The Peace Herald 
about the trials and exulta-
tions of his new appointment 
as Chairperson of the United 
Nations Council for Science 
and Technology for Develop-
ment.  Sukaran Thakur and 
Aayushi Sinha report. 

TPH: In not more than three 
words, how has your experience 
been, chairing this committee?
SR: It is challenging. <Long Pause>
Well you said three words!

TPH: So your three words are “it”, 
“is” & “challenging”?
SR: Well, yes, basically the agenda 
we are discussing is such that at 
certain times the agenda seems 
very general and generic however 

at times it gets extremely technical. 
Usually experts in the specific field 
come and do the deliberation, so 
considering this kind of nature of 
the committee & the agenda, it has 
been extremely challenging.

TPH: Since, as you said, the agen-
da is a fairly challenging one, how 
much scope do you see for it while 
channelling the debate.
SR: See, basically the agenda and 
the committee is such that nor-
mally when such a session is held, 
there is a very clear divide between 
the developed and the developing 
countries. A very clear distinction 
is visible between the two however 
it is not the case here. The nature 
of the resolutions and such are 
very unanimous.

TPH: Is it a good thing?
SR: Yes, definitively. I mean that is 
how the UNCSTD has been in the 
past, capable of coming out with a 

unanimous resolution, so when we 
see a similar kind of result here it 
is very fulfilling. And the best part 
is that it is not affecting the kind or 
quality of debate and deliberation 
that is happening.

TPH: Well, not as a Chair but on a 
personal level, what is your solu-
tion to the current agenda?
SR: Well even on the interna-
tional platform, I have seen the 
fact that the kinds of resolutions 
that are coming out lack a quan-
titative measure of performance. 
As in there is a lack of indicators 
that can be utilized to measure 
the progress of the solutions being 
proposed here or in the interna-
tional community, and if that can 
be incorporated then I think we 
can find a true solution.



The thirteenth session of the UNC-
STD that continued well into Sun-
day in New Delhi saw a number of 
pertinent points being raised about 
the use and impact of development 
of digital technology, information 
sharing and the role of civil socie-
ties in implementing and strategiz-
ing the use of such technologies. 
Gender divide related to the use of 
technology seemed to be one of the 
foremost concerns and subjected 
to much deliberation in the coun-
cil. 

The committee on Saturday, as the 
Chairperson Shivang Raina, for-
mer delegate of Afghanistan in the 
General Assemby-6 (Legal Com-
mittee) articulated, “touched upon” 
the participation of NGOs, civil so-
ciety and business sector entities in 
the functioning of CSTD. This was 
discussed in much greater detail 
on Sunday, however, when the del-
egates meditated upon the impor-
tant role of regional organisations, 
such as NGOs and private organi-
sations in collaboration with civil 
society for socio-economic devel-
opment.  The delegate of the Rus-
sian Federation spoke favourably 
of the coming in of NGOs to en-
courage the growth of information 
technology and increase civil so-
ciety’s access to it, adding that the 

government and the bureaucracy 
of the concerned nation should 
welcome NGOs with arms akimbo 
and “help them help the people”.  
The South African and Chinese 
delegates seemed to reiterate this 
line of thought by claiming that 
civil society and NGOs are very 
important for the development 
of science and technology at the 
grass-root level and increase the 
efficiency of governance. It came to 
be established that the promotion 
of local NGOs and giving people 
a chance for simultaneous devel-
opment in the fields of healthcare, 
education, and technical, political 
and social awareness is imperative 
for any country’s socio-economic 
development, as is a greater in-
vestment in science and technol-
ogy, institutional development and 
commercialization of research. 

Yet another prominent issue was 
the question of gendered digital 
divide. Some very noteworthy ar-
guments surfaced, and the general 
tone of the committee was in fa-
vour of women being exposed to 
digital technology. Women, who 
often juggle multiple roles and 
spheres at the same time, have 
been said to “have less time” to de-
vote themselves completely to the 
acquisition of digital knowledge. 

As the delegate of Slovakia point-
ed out, there thus exists a barrier 
in the form of low awareness of 
technical jargon, and the fact that 
according to population studies, 
women inhabit rural areas in larger 
numbers than their male counter-
parts seems to solidify the commu-
nication barrier even more. While 
the delegate of Costa Rica called 
for increasing women’s, especially 
the younger generation’s, partici-
pation in the development of on-
line content, the delegate of Jordan 
argued that a defined approach to 
boost the exposure of women to 
technology can’t happen unless 
there are systematic analyses of the 
varying patterns of interaction be-
tween men and women in various 
countries. In a chit to the Execu-
tive Board, the delegate of the USA 
also suggested the use of Informa-
tion Communication Technologies 
(ICTs) to educate women in devel-
oping nations on the importance 
of personal hygiene, in reduction 
of infant and maternal mortality 
rate. An increased investment in 
ICTs for HIV/AIDS research and 
spread of sex education to avoid 
unwanted/teenage pregnancies, es-
pecially in African countries with 
operating refugee camps, were also 
suggested.

What should be the Focus
of Information Technology?
Council discusses use and abuse of technology. Aayushi Sinha, Special 
Correspondent at The Peace Herald, reports live from the UNCSTD.



SHAGUN GUPTA | The Peace Herald

A much-awaited appearance was 
made by the Delegate of Iran in 
the ongoing session of the Nucle-
ar Suppliers’ Group, within min-
utes of the beginning of today’s 
proceedings. Following a General 
Speakers’ List speech by Bulgaria, 
Iran motioned for a Moderated 
caucus on accusations on Iran re-
garding its nuclear programme 
and intentions. The council decid-
ed to vote upon Iran’s motion first, 
and passed it with a clear majority. 

With this, Iran started the Moder-
ated caucus stating that the IAEA 
does not have any credible proof 
or source which justifies the fact 
that Iran is using its civil nuclear 
facilities to develop nuclear weap-
ons. Poland in a statement that 
hurt Iran to quite an extent, said 
that Iran poses a huge threat to 
the world and that there were huge 
problems with the results of physi-
cal inventory checks submitted by 
the country, and Iran was deceiv-

ing the IAEA. 
Sweden, on the 
other hand, 
urged the com-
mittee to ac-
knowledge that no conclusive evi-
dence has been found against Iran. 
However, he did say that Iran must 
work to gain the trust of the world 
community by allowing ‘intrusive’ 
inspections on its facilities. 

Delegates from Malta, Portugal and 
Japan again reiterated how Iran has 
continually deceived the IAEA and 
the world, Japan in fact asked Iran 
to follow her government’s exam-
ple. Various countries echoed the 
same sentiments as France about 
Iran not cooperating despite being 
given leverage. Furthermore, while 
reports of nuclear material be-
ing moved to a mountain bunker 
in Iran were confirmed, the IAEA 
also stated that this material was 
under its surveillance.
 
The United States and South Korea 
however stressed on the need for 

dialogue and debate with Iran to 
reach at a constructive solution to 
the problem. Russia, a long stand-
ing ally of Iran whole heartedly 
supported Iran, so did China but 
with reservations. Iran again got 
a chance to clarify and respond to 
each and every statement by citing 
his country’s policies on the Ad-
ditional Protocol, and going to the 
extent of calling the IAEA a west-
ern biased organization. He also 
brought concerns of the Iranian 
Government regarding informa-
tion sharing with the US, calling 
them “war-mongering pigs” and 
Israel “Zynst States of America”. 
Despite these derogatory com-
ments being voiced on an interna-
tional forum, Iran was nevertheless 
allowed to sit in council, and with a 
rather repetitive General Speakers’ 
List speech, Iran exited, leaving the 
council. 

Iran makes entry 
in NSG, disrupts 
debate while 
countries throw
accusations
Speculation over Nuclear Programme 
heats up proceedings as Iran remains 
firm with world community.
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